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The news from the continent continues to be
grave and obscure, but by the end of May it is
obvious that the whole Maginot system has col-
lapsed, and the Germans have pushed through
from Sedan to Boulogne in only four days*
In America the British Ambassador and Mr.
Cordell Hull are already discussing a project
by which the United States will receive thousands
of children from an island kingdom facing inva-
sion. On May 28th the Belgian king capitulates,
thereby leaving open to the Nazis the road to
Dunkirk through which supplies have gone to the
British Army.

The loss of the British Expeditionary Force in
France, with all its equipment, now begins to
seem inevitable. In a short statement to the
House of Commons, Winston Churchill urges
Members to "suspend judgment", but warns
them that "hard and heavy tidings" are likely
to come to them within the next few days. The
evacuation of the Army is its sole chance of
escape, but can this be achieved? Invasion
now seems certain, and the Ministry of Trans-
port orders sign-posts to be removed from
all roads lest they should guide descending
parachutists. For a few days country towns are
filled with stranded motorists whose identity cards
passers-by, asked for directions, insist upon
inspecting.

On the last day of May, Martin and I walk